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'That community means, for me, everything, no matter where I live.'

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS – One after another, customers have filed into Jewel of Himalaya to console Gyaljen
Nuru Sherpa. The owner of the Yorktown restaurant lost his cousin in last week's devastating earthquake in
Nepal, where Sherpa grew up before moving to the United States more than 20 years ago.

Sherpa's cousin, 28-year-old Dawatshering Sherpa, was one of more than 5,900 people killed in Saturday's
7.8-magnitude earthquake. He was working on Mount Everest when the earthquake caused a fatal avalanche,
Sherpa said.

"Now everybody is hopeless," Sherpa said. "Everybody is destroyed now. That makes us so sad.
Heartbreaking."

Watching the destruction from afar, Sherpa, 44, said he felt no choice but to raise money to support the victims in his homeland. On Wednesday a table
with a donation bucket was set up outside his restaurant, which opened in the Triangle Shopping Center in 2012. By Thursday afternoon, more than
$1,500 had been collected in the bucket, he said.

A donation table is shown located outside the Jewel of Himalaya restaurant in Yorktown on Thursday. Gyaljen Nuru Sherpa is the owner and lost a cousin in the recent
Nepal earthquake. (Photo: Joe Larese/The Journal News)

"That community means, for me, everything, no matter where I live," Sherpa said. "So I should never forget my community. And I'm willing to help the
best way possible."

Sherpa, who lives with his wife in Queens and has a son in college in Thailand, partnered with the nonprofit United 4 Social Change to collect donations
at nepalese4socialchange.com (http://nepalese4socialchange.com/). He also has a donation page at gofundme.com/tc5dxhc
(http://www.gofundme.com/tc5dxhc).

The beauty, culture and history of Nepal draw many visitors to the country, Sherpa said, adding that he visits his home village, Khumbu, regularly. The
international community is willing to help, he said, but the landlocked nation can be difficult to assist because of its isolation.

"That makes us more frustrated," Sherpa said.

(Photo: Joe Larese/The Journal
News)
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Helping victims with donations and prayers makes a difference, he said. Sherpa, whose employees also lost loved ones in the disaster, said he will also
donate 15 percent of his sales for the next six months.

"He is a staple in our community," Tricy Cushner, a Yorktown resident, said about Sherpa after dining at Jewel of Himalaya (/picture-
gallery/entertainment/2014/02/21/jewel-of-himalaya-restaurant-cuisine/5719197/). "I've noticed that the whole community is coming to him. Families are
looking for the right way to help. We know when he tells us this is what we can do to help, we're ready to do it."

Twitter: @MattSpillane (https://twitter.com/MattSpillane)
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